
Science of Synthesis

Quick Start Guide



Search the complete text of SOS

Login to your personal 
account for creating playlists, 
saving searches, etc.

Main menu (see next page)

Sign up to content alerts

Information about SOS:
Editorial Board and Editors 
guidelines for authors, 
information for librarians, etc.

Quick links to coverage of 
name reactions, etc.

Highlights from new content

Home Page



Search SOS by drawing 
structures or reactionsReturn to start page

Find reviews in SOS by searching for title and/or 
by filtering by topic, editor, volume title, etc.

Access the e-book version of Houben–Weyl, 
the predecessor of SOS

View collections of content that 
you have compiled or that others 
have shared with you

Support form and SOS User Guide

Explore the unique structure of SOS, organized 
by compound type or area of interest

Minimize 
the menu

Main Menu (visible on all pages)



Text Search (visible on all pages)

Search as you type: suggestions appear as you type in the search field. The more you type, 
the more specific the suggestions

Suggested search terms: clicking 
on one of these searches the full 
content of SOS for this term

Suggested reviews:
If the term you have typed appears in 
the title of a review, it appears here. 
Note, only two suggestions appear 
here, so type more to get more specific 
suggestions

Tip: The text search bar at the very top of every page searches the 
whole content of SOS. Other search bars that appear lower down on 
certain pages search specific parts of the content/navigation.



Text Search Results

Save search results to 
a playlist - requires 
being logged in to a 
(free) personal 
account

Filter according 
to the main 
topic(s) of a 
review, allowing 
you to quickly 
see all reviews 
on a particular 
area. Additional 
filters for title, 
volume, editor, 
and category

Sort by relevance or 
publication year

Search results 
showing 
subsection title, 
context 
(breadcrumb 
trail), and 
bibliographic 
details 



Name-to-structure tool
Clear all structures

Select

Delete Draw bonds (click to open submenu)

Draw rings (click
to open submenu)

Add/change atoms (click to open submenu)Reaction arrow

Atom mapping

Further options

Draw carbon chain

Start search

Structure/Reaction Search
Menu: e.g. to import .cdx files



Structure/Reaction Search Results 
(Compact View)

Open structure editor
to modify your search

Filter options
Further filter
options

Save search results to 
a playlist - requires 
being logged in to a 
(free) personal 
account

Hitlist showing title and 
bibliographic. Clicking on 
a title takes you to the 
first match in that review

Switch to “expanded view” 
to show 
structures/reactions



Structure/Reaction Search Results
(Expanded View)

Results are grouped by 
review, with all match 
types (exact, substructure, 
similar) included as 
default. Reviews with most 
matches are ranked 
highest. When filters are 
applied, results are 
automatically updated and 
reranked.

Matching 
structures/reactions as 
they appear in the 
review. Click on an 
individual reaction to be 
taken to that place in the 
review.

Slide to hide 
structures/reactions



Content Page

Download pdf of 
whole review

Share by email or on 
Facebook

Add this content to a 
playlist for future 
reference or for sharing 
with others

Search the text of 
the current review

Change text 
size

Bibliographic details

Expandable table 
of contents of 
review

Author(s): click on a name 
to see all contributions to 
SOS by this person

Abstract

Main content (scroll 
down to view more)

Link to location of 
this review in the 
SOS Navigation

Download
citation in RIS format 
for reference 
management software

Move to previous/next 
subsection in the review



Discover Reviews
Search for 
reviews by title

Filter according 
to the main 
topic(s) of a 
review, allowing 
you to quickly 
see all reviews 
on a particular 
area. Additional 
filters for 
volume, editor, 
and category

Sort A–Z or by 
publication year

Reviews with 
graphic showing 
structure of main 
compounds 
covered or 
volume cover



Navigate SOS

Explore the unique structure 
of SOS, organized by molecule 
type or functional group

Click on an area of interest to 
dive deeper into the hierarchy



Navigate SOS

Reviews are presented in a systematic 
order, with updates shown next to the 
original content. Where relevant, a 
typical structure gives a graphical 
depiction of the main focus of the 
review.
Clicking on an entry takes you to the 
review



Useful Links

Discover more tips for SOS: science-of-synthesis.thieme.com/ebooks/cs_27530622

Learn more about SOS and the people behind it: sos-chemistry.thieme.com 

Use SOS: science-of-synthesis.thieme.com

Contact the SOS Team:  science-of-synthesis.thieme.com/p/support 
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